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Ad fine we are 4 e People, I think 
Truth may be told without Offence,” to 
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were terribly allarm'd with the Danger 
of the Church 5 and tho? the generality 
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of the People, had fix d no diſtinct Idea 


to the Word Cburch, yet they were 
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That the Church is again in Danger, finte 


ſtrangely enrag' d, becauſe ſomething they 
knew not what, was {aid to be in Dan 


I have obſetved, during the late Four 


ry ſecure in the Opinion of thoſe Gen- 
tlemen who proclaim'd its Danger before; 
1 mean the generality of the Clergg. 
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"DURING the Tobt HE Years of 
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ey E Queſtion i is, Whether now the 
Church be in Danger? This the gene- 
rality of the Clergy affirm, and have 
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in Church and State, ſball be both His 
Cure and. Deligbt. The Church can 


de in na Danger from the preſent Ad: 
miniſtration, becauſe the Miniſters now 


at the Helm, have always ſhew'd the 
utmoſt Abhorrance of a French Govern- 


ment, and a Popiſo Prince, and on the 


other Harid an inviolable Attach to the 


Proteflant Succeſſion, in the moſt Illuſtri- 
ous Houſe of HANNOVER, as hy the 
whole courſe of their ARions, © has 
been made n to all who weir with 
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NOR. in che aſt W cart mee "EP 
| bein Danger from the Diſſemters," whom 
the Examiner calls Atheiſts, — &c. 


But that mercenary Party, and proſti- 
tuted Scribler, is not to be fn of for 
one would almoſt conclude, he has made 


ies, becauſe. he tells * em fo. a "ane 


with ſuch x Fore-by bead % 2469 ft” art4. 
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account of their Tolleration that we have 
the Noiſe of the Church's Danger, at 
leaſt this gives wot ap. a in to 
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When in the firſt! 
place, they have been repreſented, eſps- 
cially during the, late Adminiſtration, 
a8 % very inconfiderable” Body of Peo- 
le, and conſequently to perlecute and 
araſs em 01. make no Diſturbance 


in the Nation: This has been inſinua- 
leck even by disniffed Prieſts. Thus che 
poor Man was envy'd the Enjoy ment of 


Is Lamb, by his wealthy Nehghbour, 


whoſe Eſtate could have been in nd man- 
ner of Danger from his contented En- 
ſoyment of What Heaven had unde His 
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in Danger from the Diſſenters, when She 


1 Fege'd about with ſo many Acts of 
Parliament, as the Teſt, the Conformity, 


and Schiſm Acts. :Whoſoever conſiders 
the Purport of thoſe Ads, muſt con- 
clude, That if the power of Human 
Thws can Secure the Chifch; or prevent 
Danger from the Diſſenters, then ſhe is 
certurly” out of any fuch M8 
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Enemies are thoſe of her own Hagel, 


1 or at leaſt, thoſe who pretend to be her 
greateſt Advocates, 1 mean; ſuch as are 


commonly diſtinguiſh'd by the Title of 
High-Church: 705 7. L aſſert, tis from 


theſe, and theſe. only, that the ( burch. of 


England i is in Deren, ved the Pave 
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to Perſecute thoſe. that differ from em 


From that. Spirit of Fanaticiſm and En- 
thuſiaſm, which poſſeſſes em, And laſtly, | 


From their readmeſs to Sacrifice and Pro- 


{titute, on the a ay of Cain or Inte- 
they retend to maintain 
aud be zealaus for. From hence, I, ſhall 
be able tu make. good my Charge, tho! 1 


reſt, that Religion, 
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1 e ſoppoſe a Providing: or that 


God exerciſcth à divirie Government" 5. 


ver the World, We muſt grant at the 
fame Time; wap it is confiſtent with his 


Moral Perf 10 to do, otherwiſe God 
wauld be unworthy. his own-- Being, 
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Goodneſs.” Can | 
. 1 0 fPeople down to the 
; Mo We reſo and. Caprice of one 

o cal 


puniſh fuch People for 
Twer, That it ſeems a very odd Method 
of Puniſhment, for a Man to come with 
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#5 af much Oppreſt by them, we muſt 
ek after no A bay ; obey. Pe 15 
8 that reff K es his JO and 
it d that Go 


himſelf his Vicegerent, to 


be Murther'd, and their, Eſtates to be ta- 
ken from *em at Pleaſure; nor mult they 
| ſeek Redreſs on pain of Damnation i in the 


other World? Can a Man believe this, 


and yet 44 there i is a 50. wage: Ways 
are equal? 
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eir Sins: Lan- 


2 Commiſſion from Heaven to commit all 
manner of Wickedneſs, and yet this t. 


correct Sin in others. -*Tis true God 
may ſuffer a Nation for a time to fall; in- 
to the Hands of Tyrants, 25, he did the 


People of Iſrael, but then they were un- 
der no apprehenſions of eternal Danna- 


tion if they Reſiſted; they thought it 


Lawful, if Opportunity preſented, to re- 


dreſs themſelves by Force, and if Succeſs ' 


attended, they made no Scruple to tread. 
upon the Necks of e Eras Aus 
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BUT; -abeording to our Clergy; Mo 
narchy 18 fire Divine, and conſennenhh 
iris a damnable Sin-to-Refift on any Oc 
caſion whatſoever. If this be True, how 
many horrible Sins of this nature were 


the 1/raelices guil 5 of? If it be objeded, 
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Divino. theti all are ſo; or what Reaſon 


» chere to conclude one ſo, and not ano- 


ther? And therefore if it be Lawful to 


reſiſt one, tis Lawful to reſiſt another: 


I am ſure Oppreſſion is of the ſame Nas 


ture, Tyranny is Tyranny, and People, 
ſo long as they have held, Senſes, will 


feel it Irhecties it be from Strangers, or 


from amongſt themſelves; and if it be 
lawful to ſeek Redreſs from Tyrants of 
other Nations, in Caſe they oppreſs us; 
tis certainly as reaſonable to ſeek for a 
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8 is below the Bignity of our 
us in a worſe: condition 
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tha ſame Property in out Perſons as we 
have in gur Cattel, and when they think 
convenient 10 male a Meal of us, may 
do it with a fafe Conſoience, having a 
Commiſſion from Cod ſo to de, and ” 
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2 Why has he 


461 Deſign only that we may be ſenſi 
le of aur Pain and Miſery? That we 
may aggravate aur \Sorrow. by Diſco- 
vering the Injuſtice, Pride, and Tyrandy 
of thoſe who oppreſs us? This is fo ab- 


 ſurd, that one would rather conclude 


there is no God, than that he gave ud 


cheſe Powers for thoſe Ends only, and 
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|. for the Divine Right of Monarchy, 
| is that they may introduce the ſame Ac- 
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Crown, {dren as the former takes 
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| wg Religion, but their own Power and 


-worldly Intereſt, this, I humbly conceive 


indangers the Church: For it will not 


always ſerve their Turn, to ſalve all Obje- 
tions, by crying out againſt Atbeiſm/and 
Deiſm, when really the Atheiſm and Deiſm 
Furs upon themſelves. When our 


, Clergy are oppos d by Men of Senſe and 


Reaſon, when they are pinch'd by Argu- 
ment, the way they have to confute em, 


is, by calling ſuch Names as I mention'd 


but now. This will not always do, their 
ipſe dixit muſt not always pale for Argu- 
ment, when their own Principles (to ſay 
nothing of their Practiſes) are enough to 
ke, Men Atheiſts, if they attend to the 
Conſequ ences of eim, which I think muſt 
eds indanger the unh 10 J 110 


319165 ph 


ds \C A Nas any Man in in bis Seng Ss 


- | that God Almighty ever gave-ſuch.a Pow- 


er to any Mortal upon Earth, as the Cler- 
gy pretend to in Ex communication, mu 
leſs to a debauch d, profane Prieſt? Let 
e a Streſs * upon Epiſcopal Ordi- 
nation, 


** 


— — — — en 


nation, N 15 e, Gente be 
criminal, God is obli ige to execute 3 


TTC Ds ins eB ne: 


fy , and dangerous t to * Church; and 


Sentence they n ee apainft others, 
perhapsagainſt their, innocent Neighbour. 
ask again, if this be true, as the Clergy 

aſſert, how can a Man believe the Being 

of a God, when ſuch a Being is made to 
act with the greateſt Jojuſtice, "Weak- 


7 N and want of Wiſdom 1 Win 
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: "A 1. L the World will i, that 65 5 
can be no Body of Men more fond of 
Power, than the Clergy, - whether this 
Power be imaginary or real, they are not 
contented with the former, whict the Ig- 
norance and Superſtition of Men has . 


low'd em, thereby to frighten People, 


by dictating to their Confciences ; but 
it the Government put the: latter in any 
meaſure into their Hands, they quickly 
fill the Courts of Judicature and Priſons, 
with ſuch, as No call Criminals. = 
They preſently think themſelves proper | 
Judges of the Conſciences of Men, and = 
can tell how to Cure ferupuloys Ol 
ones. Thgir Met bodus Medendi in 
this Caſe, is not cool Reaſoning, and fo- 
ber Argumentation: But if you will 
not conform to out Way and Diſcipline, 
lay they, we'll firſt of all give your Souls 
to the Beal as being, Abe and Here- 
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then 


oa your Bodies [, © ng beg 55 


to. that Law De Hererics, 'Contbur, (th 


 Lamented, by a reverend. Gown- Man) 
. 145 your ſtates, the'Chirch Will take 
Lare that they be employ? d to pious Uſes, 
and no doubt cannot be better laid out, 
than among the LR Tis got at all = 
ſtrange to me, that thoſe who will pre. 
ſume to take upon *em the Place and Bro- 
vince, of almighty God, will be e guilty of . |} 
men an Robbinp their Fellow- © 


ing 


Creatures. Thoſe who will rob God of 
his Glory 1 85 make no o ſcrup le of on 


Te 5 


LO Nope: ORR The ber 8 01 
a Thief and, Robber, "one that brea 


rality 55 hoi 7 ſuch” Men Are to wa dealt 
w or "riſa, I know not. ae 
115 "FOR Example” The ben whe 
| ills F to he of the Communion'of the Church ot 
| 1 6 England, as believing that to be the veſt 
|| TY - conffjrured Church in the World, Büt, 
|| 1 | bays my Neighbour, 'T think the Prevbyre- | 

. Order more Apoſtolick, ang habe as 
3 much a native Right to be a Di ſenter, | 
as you 51 to PE A e , fe 
0 : 
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g of which, was not Jong ines 


throuf gh all the Laws of Society and Mo- 
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an thit mY 90 5 A 


thoſe bigott 


State Tools of 'em, will anſwer 89 wh 


ey will, are Foes to God and Man. an 


mean. nothing b the Word Church, but 
- themſelves. Tis ſuch 'as 4 5 chat en- 
— anger the cafe of Englan 1d : r 
leads em to ſuch Mesfofes a8 are 
ae my « e enter REN not into 15 


Meit 6 


ounculs { cy 2. , a wg "NF; . us, 


* NH EN. we TY YE PTE" 
perfecute amopg the Cent, we cannet 
Br — 5 reflecting after this manner; Can 
uch Proceedings be for the good of Metis 


Souls 2 Or, did. ever "Ge ordain the 
Breach of inoral Precepts, tö be proper 


Cures for deprav'd Minds? Can ſuch 
Meaſures be for the promotion of Chri- 
ſtianity? Or, does that Inſtitution leave 
the Rights of Mankind upon a worſe 
Foundation than it found em? 2 

Ty no. And therefore! it 8 c Prpr 
HDDs upon the DeſtryAion of eln. 


A ENCE this lead eople to con- 
de 5 as I faid but bale Pan j 5 


wouldbe done unto, Yor anſw P fü ch thi L 
5 matibe. And f. 01 "muſt be; unleſs 

briſtianity teaches us to trap refs mo= 
ral Rules. None but the Prleſts, and 


ed to 'em, or ſuch 8 make 


hat What the 
Clergy 


I tend 10, Tin Relinin, g 

meer Pretence only : 605 that, thi Have 
nothing co ler. 1 0 thereby bur thelr ow! 

Intereſt 5 Ane bi elle 5 e bs 


And ne rk = 1 0 
i | Sree the. Church, is, that Fanaticiſm and 
zbufigp m.now. reigning, m more e 
DOR. tl e a} 
THIS 1 way be Ade a vety bold 
Charge, when the Clergy have appear d 
very zealous againſt both the Articles. 
But their own Arguments may be now 
juſtly turn d againſt em; whilſt they 
ave been hot in oppoſing the Fanati- 
eiſin and Enthuſiaſm of the Diſſenters, 
the have over-ſhot themſelves, and tum- 
| bled into the very Extreams in which 
| they ſuppos'd their Neighbours. ( Felix 
wor JOE: aliena pericula caurum ! 4 


THE feſt Part of this Charg e, is, 
Fanatic #; that the Clergy are gale in 
K appears to me thus, N Oil, » 


'F R 0 M 77 puh e 40; a 
Man could entertain him with Half an 

Hour, or an Hour's infipid Rallery, he 
might be plentifully accommodated every 
| 1 * a 9 BOX of our. gs 


FE 


182 $1 


% 


Parton ſtar 


JJC Fad HP 2 Rc. ts Rd 


p—_ 
* 
* 43 


od Wee | 1 


ns by their Sch Pride | vor y 
printed Libels: they al Seriniotis; 


| "hf e is yet worſe, the Word of 


God. Tis ati eaſy matter to beg the 
Queſtisn; and then to rail on, they take 


it for gratited;* that their Order is Tube 


Divino,and-he who dares diſpute it, muſt 


| bedeem'd' an Atheiſt, or Deiſt. Hence they 
go on to rave about the Danger of the 
Church, faying, The Temiple Wet! the Lord, 
the Temple of the Lord, are 

Reafon and Argument obſtruct em in this 
Career, tis all bore down with this popu- 
lar Cry, as in another Caſe of old, Great 


and if 


i Diana of i the Eph: /id ans nnn 7 


W HA T it's Min chink; whih lie 
hears or reads a Pulpit- Speech, full of 


nothing but ill Language, and Billing gate 


Eloquerice ; can he avoid concluding the 
* mad, tho“ probably not ſo 
much from his Learning as his 


alice. 


THEI R Hiſiritations 5 ond nie pres 
ſent Majeſty's Title Wehe d Crown of theſe 


Realms, na 460 mate , their down-right 
| 


artacking « of proves em ro be 


poſſeſs'd nn a 55 Fol Fanatitiſm; olr 
; ope Power will 'ne= 
ver be put into their Hands, no more than 
one & would * a Sword into the n 


which account'Þ h 
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of a Mad- man, That this is am is evi- 
dent, from their intollerable Miſapplica- 
tion of Scri ure: Phraſes, under the San- 
ity of which, they ſhelter their Knave- 


ry (in Nomini Domine incipit omne Ma- 


um) under this Mask they conveigh 


5 their treaſonable Meaning to the People, 
in order to ſow. the Seeds of Rebellion. 
Tas are our non- e Men ! 


BUT * not this prove em to be 
5 . when the King is ſo well eſta- 
| bliſh'd on the Throne, in the Affections 
of his People ; eſpecially amongſt thoſe 
where Calh circulates moſt 2 Was not 
the Crown ſettl'd on his lliuftrious Houſe 
by the whole Legiſlature ? And has he 
not the Army, the Exchequer, and the 
Bank of Eng and, all at command 2 And 
are not theſe Men the worſt of Fanaticks, 
to attack him thus intrench'd? Nothing 
ſure, can provoke His eh to make 
any alteration in our Conſtitution in 
Church, but only ſuch bold and fanatick 
Attempts that have been lately made from 
655 Pulpit, by the Clergy, againſt his 
overnment, and to diſturb the Quiet 
thereof. His Goodnels, I doubt not, will 
carry him beyond the juſt Proyocations 
| of Ph.” a © ene 191 Vi Wye" 
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AGAIN. Would Men in their Sens 


ſes go to court an unruly Mob, by diftri- 


buting n fn order to drink Healths 
to the Church and the Do&or ? Is it not 
plain, that this has been the Practice of 


the Clergy almoſt throughout England? 
What Inſults have been offer'd tothe King 
by this means, is known to every Body. 
This occafinn'd à Proclamation for the 
ſuppreſſing of Riots, to be iſſued. What 


Affronts have been put upon his Miniſtry, 


even in the Face of Juſtice ? How ridi- 
culous has the Church been render'd, by 
being ſcandalouſly painted, and carried in 
Miniature before thofe who call'd them 


ſelves the Church Party, ta the Election of 


Parliament. Men for the County of Kent, 


in the Year 19734? This, as I am inform- 
ed, was follow d by a great Body of the 


Clergy, Which is a ſufficient ] roof tp 
me, they are turn'd Fanaticks, 


} 


I cannot diſmiſs this Subject, without 


taking notice, how well this Prineiple of 


Paſſive Obedience, is practisd by thoſe Peo- 


ple who yer boaſt of it, as the pure Do- 


arin of the Church of bs ef *Tis 


plain they have already reſiſted as far as 


they can, without down-right Force of 


Arms; nay, the Legiſlature has been 
threatned with that allo. This ariſeth 
8 D 2 from 


j——— 0 U 2 ——— — — ————— —— — 2 2 22 eo — — 
IT 1 — LEE 
— 


—— — 
— 


A •AT—vb— ᷣ ' 


Re 
oe 


1 


= from no other . 20 that 5 atick 


. 3 1 avoid obſerving, that gk 
* 42 with this Princip le 
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rays of i it, the 7 75 or the 855 5 
5 deen ee calld 
But can any daß tf = 
uy 1010 they ever An ſuch a fran- - 
tick Zeal >; Nay, did ever the French 5 
Prophets ruffle their Conſtitutions, or dir 
fort their Faces more, than theſe have, 
with what they call Zeal for the 
Church? Their Madneſs: has ran ſo 
high, that tis very common to hear Peo- 
725 Curſe and Swear they are for the Church, 
ba unleſs a Man can run wich) em to the . 
ame Exceſs and Riot, they'l not ber; 
lieue him to be a good, 7 man (tan- 
tum Religgio potuit, ſuadere Malorum.) 
How dangerope this is to mY d 1 
N wg to Je U. aka. rice | 
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BA aud indeed | Enchufcaſm and 


| Church of England is in Danger from 
the Enthuſ aſm of the Clergy, of which I I 


9). 


1 been of this . is 


Fangticiſ n 2 8 85 go 9 / ye = 


1 5 by have, Kecogr to fee if 55 meant "of 
that Pretence, they can perſwade the 


People they arg Heavens Darlings. But 
what I am now to prove, is, That the 


ſhall give an Inſtance or two, and proceed 


to the laſt Thing meer leaſt and 
: be too tedigus in this Let z 


e Iii 


1 call thoſe, Fnchuſafts who lay lde 
Real on ha . take w hat Impreſſions 
they have upon their Minds, how ab- 
ſurd ſoeyer, to be Heaven s immediate 
Dictates, who follow their wild Fancies 


contrary to Ree! on and Revelation; in- 
terpret het appens, even in the natu- 


ral Courſe of Things, to be extraordinas 
ry Tokens from "Seal mh they 


* 1125 juſt 4085 Qccafi 25 offers, or as their 


amour directs them, and thus they 
mike the 1 — Tokens ſometimes Judg- 
ments, and ſometimes Bleſſings: Tis an 


| Ya Sign of an e when 


Th ings 


any who reads t 
Sacbeverell, Whelton, Brett, &c. may 


E231 


ris 90 contrary to his Schalte alt | 


Inclinations for him, than to denounce 


e on ſuch as Promote them. 4 


IF the Perverfion of holy Scrip ture 


may be deem'd. Enthuf aſm, Dev. are 


none- more guilty of it than the Clerg HE 
oſe Libels publiſh'd by 


at firſt View diſcover that they make a 


meer Noſe of Wax, and Leaden Rule 
of 'the Bible: I need not trouble the 


Reader with He laſtances of this 


Nature, but proceed, | W 


WHAT has bel ly alled Sed, 


is ſufficient to prove, that our Clerg rgy in 


15 are not ſo well affected to the 
ing as they ſhould, and as becomes 


g90 Subjects; Thoſe who have made 


any Obſervation at all, cannot avoid Dif. 
covering their Averſion to the preſent 


Government, otherwiſe they would ne- 
ver ſo induſtriouſly and ſtudiouſſy evade 
Praying for his Majeſty, They have 


not been ſo prudent as to keep their 
Reſentments concealtd; nor could they 


forbear Declaring, that that ver! Day 


appointed by Authority for a folemn 
Thankſgiving, on the Account of his 
Majeſty's ſafe and happy Arrival in theſe 


Ws Dominions, — to be a Day of 


6 Ha- 


of the Crown: And on this Account, 


( 734 


y Humiliation to every true Church-Man:- 
Inſtead of n * _ Duty of 


the Da uir'd, they on into 


their — a ick C Gant: 'of the 
Of the Truth of 


Church's Danger 
which, there are | Thouſands of {TON 


Wirneiſes. 


5 
WHAT makes "Fog Eubefaſo a 
lerable, | is, that they are thereby per- 


ſwading the People, that * God 


is Alpleas d at King George's Poſſeſſion 


take all the Opportunities they can to 


perſwade em that ſuch and ſuch Things 

are Judgments from God, becauſe, in Ef- 
fect, they . we have not biel ves. 

Heir. 11 40 ns, | 


'THvs, 1 3 remember, 3 his! 
Majeſty was on his Journey for Great 
Britain, the Wind being at Weſt, it was 


then ſaid, God 5 would not ſuf- 


fer him to croſs the Sea, but keep the 


Wind in that Quarter; this ee tho? 
Enthuſtaſlick, and ridiculous enough, 


ſeem'd to keep up the Spirits of their 


ruin'd Party fort a Time: But they ſaw, 


to their great Mortification, that 1 4 


the King was ready to embark, the 
Winds, as it were, waited on bim, they 


8 ae fair, 1 filtd, * 1 
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THE unhappy Accident of ſome aud! | 
Houſes filling wn, by which ſeveraÞ 
People were Kill'd, on his Mijeſty's-Coz” 

ronation-Day, was interpreted another 
Judgment of God upon the Nation, for 


19 ſhutring out him they all” the Lawfüll 


Heir; when 'ktivws that old 
Houſes, when b wueh Wetter was upon 
them; my” tumble wirkout a Miraele, 
nor can ſuch a Thing be any Indication” 
of divine Diſpleaſure, no more than: ny” 


ee 1 "Accent; 15 155 . 


5 to. inſtatce iw 10 more, ile 
late Eclipſe of the Sun has been inter- 
preted, as Portending Judgments on the 
| Royal Famiiy; and there is great Care 
taken to ſcaiter the Notion; and to in. 
troduee What they have to lay, they tell 
us, That ſuch an Elipſe has not aps | 
penꝰd fiice'Stephen the Uſurper: And 
ige many of our Clergy will 
not ſpeak out, or at leaſt dare not, yet 
they give ſuclh Hints and Inſinuations, 
that any Body may underltand em; by 
this means; ſome poor Souls” are ( far! 
drawn in, as to believe that God will 
vindicate the Cauſb of their Friend the 
Rn] Vence weir . are ap- 
bb 115817 ported 


otted, and ys are even ripe for Ke. 
bellion : 


will. 


THE aſt Thing 1 ſhall mention which 


Timagine' — the Chupch, is, the 
Clergy's Readineſs to ſacrifice and proſti- 


tute that Religion for which they pre- 


tend to have loch a Veneration, which 


can be for no other End but Worldly In- 
tereſt. | 


: mole good this Charge? To which L an- 


ſwer; One would think an w Man that's 
_ tolerably acquainted with the 


the Fixing of this Charge. I am ſorry I 


have Occaſion to fay, That the Deſigus of 
the one, and of the other, feend to be di- 


realy oppolite. 


OUR holy Religion is a peatiable | 
good-natur'd Inſtitution ; it poliſhes the 
Minds of Men, and makes em compleat 
| has what have we from 

the Pulpits and Converſations of the 
Prieſts, except Railing, ill Language, and 


Gentlemen. 


the hi; gheſt Indications of Malice, Pride, 


Avatics, aud Rancour; theſeVices we find 
plenrifully promulgated among the com- 


mon People and from whence have they 
55 * but from the es at Are theſe the 
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If ſuch a Temper as this endati- 
25 gers not the Church, 1 know not what 


A. will b be demanded of me, How 1 | 


Nature of 
Cheſtianity on the one Hand, and the 
Manners and Proceedings of the Clergy 
on the other, could ſcarce be at a Loſs in 
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a) 


Miniſters of the Goſpel? Ate theſe the 


gentle Methods of Addreſs our Saviour and 


his Apoſtles-recommendeg? L wonder, for 
my Part, with what Forehead our Clergy 


lay claim to apoſtolick Succeſſion, un- 
Jeſs they could procure an Act of Par- 


lament, that the Scriptures ſhould be no 
longer read in Engliſh , and tho this 


mighr be an ill Conſequence, that a great 


many of 'em would probably be at a loſs - 


to read their Bibles, yet the Bible ha- 


ving been the leaſt of their Study, they 
can eaſily diſpence with ſuch a trifling 
| Incopvenience; ſince the Church will 
gain this grand Point, ſc. Ignorance would 


then be the Mother of Devotion; then 
the Prieſts would have more Authority , 


and Veneration. 


A8 1 aid before, at did not 


leaye the natural Rights of Mankind up- 


on a worſe Foundation than it found em; 4 


fo far from that, it has left them upon a 
better; nor can there be a better Rule to 


compleat Society on this Side the Grave: 


But what have theſe Brokers in Divinity 


made of it, but a Bone of Contention, a 
ſpecious Covert, under which to break 


ck Law of Nature ; to teach Men how 


a may be lawful for em to break that 
mora 


Rule our Saviour repeats, As ye 
t, that, Men, 4. do. inte Jn, jo 
da gou ung, FREE 11 1 > 
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1 + win here aſk the Clergy, 


cute. 


ſtigmatized. But when God in his good 


Providence deliver'd us from Popery and 
Arbitrary Power,” then the Church began 
tobe in as much Danger, if not in mots 


than ever ſhe was. 


"THE Reaſon of this is vas: vw Be 
_ cauſe the Clergy could not proced fo faſt. 


as they would, to invade and take away 


the native Rights and Priviledges of their 
1 8 
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Whether 
they 'rhink they ſnould be fairly delt 
With, if they were deny'd the Education 

of their own Children, or that any of the 
Members of their Communion ſhould'not 
pable of Enjoying a Place of Truſt in 
the Service of his Country, unleſs he” 
would conform to the Preſbyterian Wor- 
ſhip. I have very good Reaſon to be- 
 Heve they would complain bitterly of 
Perſecution, ſince, in their Opinion, the | 
Church is never free from being perſecu⸗ 
ted, but when He has a Power to 1 e 


"WITH ether Giſt 404 Reliſh were 
the Conformity and Schiſm Acts received? 
How pleas d were the quack Juſtioes of 
the Peace, and the drunken Parſons, to 
think that now it would be in their 
Power to devour their Diſenting Neigh- 
bours? Then the Church was in a flou- 
riſhing condition, and a poor Diſſenter 
could ſcarce put his Head out of Doors 
without being menac'd, affronted, and 
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5 nnn 11 {Man may be allow 'd 


 inviolable.: What Inducement can the 


Clergy have to theſe violent Methods, - 
except Pride and Intereſt. 5 


ö called, in the New Teſtament, The Lord's - 
Supper, is what muſt needs lie heavy up- 
on dem, at leaſf if they have any regard 1 


to ſpeak out, what is this but Saerificing; | 


Chriſtianity. For the Heathen in many 


places, (eſpecially where their Prieſts do 


not interfere) preſerve. their native Privi- 


ledges, and their Magiſtrates maintain em 


Nane ee e e e 


Clergy appear of the Teſt Act? This they 
eſteem as the Bul-Work of the Church. 


Here I cannot avoide obſerving, That the 


Prieſts found Dominion in os a Notion, 
they have ſo often Exploded, and call'd 
the abetters of it Fanatichr, and a 


4, 1 confeſs deſervedly On "LEN 

BU is not this 1 very ſame thing, 
for ſay the Clergy, Tou ſball have no Po- 

wer as a Magiſtrate, Supream or Subordi= 
nate, unleſs.you are of our Church ; that is 


in the old Cant, unleſs: we think you a 
Gracious Soul; How juſtly this 1 18 turn'd 
upon em, is likewiſe ſubairted to Judg- 


wan. | 
THE proſtitutian of os) Sxcrament, 


"as 


10 our Holy: Religion. 55 
FH U.S. much I hope 2 be W 4 


mes that the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 


f is a . tive. e of our Sayour > 
th at 
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. i themſelves for their Employ * 
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| thatthe Nature of a poſitive-Low is ſuch, 


that nothing can be added to it, or any, 
thing taken from it, without calling in 
queſtion the Wiſdom and Integrity of the 

Law · giver; and therefore that the Deſign 
of this Law ought to be ſtriq ly follow d, 
according to the true and plain Meaning 

olf the Words in in which it is deliver d. 
HERE then, again I ask theſe reve- 
rend Gentlemen, Whether our Saviour e- 
ver deſign'd the Commemoration of his 
Death inthe Sacrament, to be a Civil Teſte 

I know ſome of the true and genuine 
Church of England Clergy, have greatly 
lamented this Abuſe of the Sacrament; 


for it can be no leſs than miſapplying one 


of our Saviour's naſive Laws, and of 
ceourſe it muſt impeach his Wiſdom and 
meien 808 
That which renders the matter yet worſe 


is, that there is no occaſion ta make itaCivil = 


Teſt; for if a Man will not be Bound by a 
ſolemn Appeal to Heaven before a Magi- 
ſtrate, he'Il not think himſelf more obliged 
at the Altar before a Prieſt. What more 

can there be in this Law, than to gratify 
the Humour of a perſecuting Clergy; and 
where is their regard to Religion, when 

they readily adminiſter the Sacrament to 
ſuch as they know live after the inoſt 
ſcandalous and profane manner, and take 
it with no other Deſign, but only to fit 

ents. 2, 
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89 
a THE Defign of the Sacrament is, no 

abudt, Religious, to excite in us Devotion, 
Love and Charity. 1 hope none will ſay, 
to take the Sacrament for a Place, Civil 
or Military, is a religious End ; and there- 
Oe ſo long as it is adminiſtred upon that 
Foot, tis proſtituted to profane Ends? 
The Clergy, as I ſaid before, hug tllem- 
ſelves on the account of this Act, and 
have the Face to Thank God for it. But 
let a Man of Candour, and a lover of 
Truth conſider, let him make Obſerva- 
tion of the Clergy's Conduct, and then let 
im ſee if he can avoid petceiving what a 


Medley is made of Chriſtianity. One 


would almoſt conclude (but that it vould 
bea little too charitable) that the Prieſts 
believe nothing of it themſelves, becauſe 
they uſe it to ſuch little, ſuch mean Ends 
and Purpoſes. What occaſions: ſo man 
Atheiſts and Deifts, of whom they fo often 
complain, but that ſuch” Men have got ſo 
much Senſe as to ſee through the 10 gle 
and Contrivance. If ( Fs they) the Cler- 
oy can uſe Religion to fuch profane Ends 
and Purpoſes, then ſure there is nothing 
in it, and they deſign nothing by it, but 
Intereſt and Dominion. Hence it is mat 
the Church is in real Danger, and the 
Prieſts take the Method to make it every 
Day more and more ſo. . 
IF indeed the Convocation (who pro- 
e His Majeſty im their Addreſs, that 
| | they 


r 
$ K 


C 
they would be Honaſt, and on that Con- 
dition, the King promis d to tate Care of 
em) would Petition the Lægiſarure, to 
take off the Teſt 48, and to inſtitute a 
Civil Teſt in the room of it, by which Peo- 
ple would be as firmly Bound to maintain 
our Conſtitution, in Church and State, as 
they can by the Sacrament, I ſhould then 
think they acted as thoſe who valued our 
Holy Religion, and that they were in 
earneſt promoting pre i. N 
Ho W often have the Judgments. of 
God been denounc'd from the Fore up- 
on this Nation, upon the account of the 
Martyrdom of K. Charles the Firſt ? And 
have we not equal Reaſon to fear the Ven- 
genmce of Heaven, when we live in the 
daily Proſtitution of one of of our Savi- 
our's poſitive Laws. This is rarely ta- 
ken notice of by our Clergy. I am far 
from ſaying, all of em are of this Mind; 
no, there are ſome would be very glad 
to ſee the Church freed from theſe Clogs, 
and the Rights of Mankind maintain'd, and 
left upon the ſame Bottom Chriſtianity 
ſets em. But, alas !. if theſe ſpeak their 
Minds, they are preſently reproach'd as 
Fanaticks, Presbyterians, and Enemies to 
the Church; theſe are forc'd to lament in 
ſecret, the unhappy Circumſtances that 
pure Inſtitution of Chriſtianity, is under 
c 
Deo the whole, I think it plainly 
Ws 0 68 4.51.4 bo 
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appears, chat if tlie 


(49) 


in an Danger, it is from her own fanatick 
 Priefts, who inſtead of preſerving Know- 
ledge, teach the People to err; inſtead of 
teaching em Obedience to Governours, 
inſtil rebellious Principles into em, and 
ſeem rather inclin'd that Popery ſhould be 
eſtabliſh'd, than that the poor Proteſtant 
Diſſenters ſhould have their Liberty of 
_ Conſcience continued. They ſeem Ene- 
_mies to Trade, being perhaps of Opinion, 
that the greateſt Plagus to the Church is 
a wealthy Citizen. This appears from 
their being ſo fond to give France the 


Bill of Commerce. I know not what Spi- 


rit has poſſeſs'd em, but ſureT am, it is 
not from God; for that Wiſdom which is 
from above, is pure and peaceable, gentle 


and eaſy to be intreated, full of Mercy and N 


Fes Fruit, without Partiality, and without 
_ Apporrify. e 
60D Almighty preſerve His Majeſty 
King GEORGE, and his Royal Proge- 
ny to lateſt Poſterity, that Religion, Li- 
berty, and Commerce may flouriſh, the 
Nation be ſafe and eaſy at Home, as well 
as formidable and terrible Abroad, to 
which I doubt not all True Engliſhmen 
will with me ſay, Amen. e 
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